Shrine of Panehsy

House R44.2, Akhet-Aten (Amarna)

Amarna Period (ca. 1350-1333 BC), New Kingdom
Excavations of the Egypt Exploration Society, 1926-1927 AD
Limestone and pigment,H 118 cm,W 98 cm
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The house of the High Priest Panehsy was in the centre of Amarna,
allowing close access to the city’s main temples dedicated to the God Aten.
During the Egypt Exploration Society’s 1926-27 excavation in the house’s
courtyard, several carved blocks were discovered — fragments of a small
stone gateway (pylon) to a household shrine.This pylon was elaborately
decorated with engraved and painted cartouches and texts revering the
God Aten.The main scene depicts Akhenaten, Nefertiti, and one of their
daughters in front of an offering table. Above them is the God Aten, shown
as a sun disc with its rays reaching down towards the royal family. At the
end of each ray is a hand, some of which offer an ankh, the symbol of life —
literally, the God Aten giving life to the royal family.

Wealthy individuals at Amarna, such as Panehsy and his family, would

have worshipped the Aten in this shrine, away from the temples in which
Panehsy worked. This private religion is not unique to the elite; items of
personal piety have been discovered in several dwellings at Amarna, many
of which refer to the popular gods of Egypt, rather than to the state
sanctioned cult of the God Aten.

The shrine of Panehsy after discovery at Amarna and before reconstruction:
|. EES.TA.NEG.26-27.073; 2. EES.TA.NEG.26-27.072.
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